Effect of Ca2+ on the structure and function of factor VIIa.
Binding of Ca2+ to factor VIIa is required for its binding to phospholipids, tissue factor, and for obtaining full amidolytic activity. This presentation describes various binding studies performed with recombinant factor VIIa and fragments hereof in order to localize Ca2+ sites and obtain a better understanding of the functional implication of Ca2+ binding to these sites. Results obtained by means of Ca2+-dependent monoclonal antibodies, immunosorbent assays, intrinsic protein fluorescence and terbium luminescence technique are described and the results are interpreted in terms of a putative model.